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evil is felt by the agent in the form of suffering. The
hardest heart feels it least; and the merely temporal
consequences are neither invariable nor in any way
proportional to the guilt. To make it true for the
individual life, this life must be prolonged in a super-
natural other-world, wherein the manifest inequities
of the natural will be adjusted.

But our religious language about sin chiefly derives
from the Old Testament, where the people, and not
the individual, was the agent under consideration.
The people possesses a relative immortality, and in-
dividual inequalities are equalised in the average.
Laws of sequence are true in the gross, though fallible
in single cases. Thus the sins of the fathers, col-
lectively, are visited on the children, collectively, to
the third and fourth generation, and further. If the
people sins in one generation it suffers in another;
for it is the same collective subject

If to Ezekiel it seemed an iniquity that the children's
teeth should be set on edge because their fathers had
eaten sour grapes, this was because he had outgrown
tribalism, and interpreted of the individual a proverb
framed in earlier times, when the unit was nothing
and the mass everything.

All that is said of God's wrath and hatred of sin
may mean that when the individual will is merged
in the divine, when it recognises universal interests
as its own deepest interests, it will wake up to the
enormous, and at present unsuspected, ill-conse-
quences of sins done in the flesh, and its feeling
towards them will be just that which is figured
in the language of popular religion as the eternal,
unquenchable fire of God's wrath. If in any true
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